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In the holy Bible,
we find the Apostle St Paul writing,

“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers
in

Christ Jesus, who have risked their own necks
for my life, to whom not only I give thanks,
but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 

Likewise greet the church that is in their house”Likewise greet the church that is in their house”
(Romans 16:3-5) 

And
“Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and 

Nymphas
and the church that is in his house”

(Colossians 4:15).



THE CHURCH THAT IS IN 
THEIR HOUSE?



During the Apostolic era, the ‘church’ consisted of
the houses of the believers, where they would
congregate to pray. We learn that the first church
took place in the house of Mary, the mother of St
Mark: “...he came to the house of Mary, the mother
of John whose surname was Mark, where many
were gathered together praying” (Acts 12:12). We
also read that the believers congregated in the

If you cannot apply this verse literally, what are you
doing in order that this verse be made effective in
your life ?

also read that the believers congregated in the
houses of Priscilla and Aquila, the house of
Nymphas, and the house of Lydia the seller of
purple (Acts 16).



OnceOnce wewe enterenter aa house,house, wewe areare ableable toto
discerndiscern thethe personalitiespersonalities ofof thosethose whowho
dwelldwell within,within, byby thethe picturespictures andand postersposters
thatthat areare hunghung uponupon thethe wallswalls.. WeWe areare atat

IfIf youyou cannotcannot applyapply thisthis verseverse literally,literally, whatwhat
areare youyou doingdoing inin orderorder thatthat thisthis verseverse bebe
mademade effectiveeffective inin youryour lifelife ??

thatthat areare hunghung uponupon thethe wallswalls.. WeWe areare atat
onceonce mademade awareaware ofof whatwhat theirtheir religionreligion isis (if(if
any),any), andand theirtheir hobbieshobbies andand interests,interests, asas
wellwell asas anyany personality,personality, suchsuch asas aa
sportsmansportsman oror musician,musician, theythey feelfeel
associatedassociated with,with, byby whatwhat theythey displaydisplay uponupon
thethe wallswalls inin theirtheir househouse..



The Coptic Church gives much 
care to icons and pictures, as a 
source of spiritual benefit in the 

house, rather than for decoration.



WhenWhen wewe seesee thethe iconsicons ofof thethe holyholy

TheThe iconsicons inin thethe churchchurch
symbolisesymbolise thethe heavenlyheavenly
churchchurch presentpresent withwith usus herehere
onon earthearth

1

WhenWhen wewe seesee thethe iconsicons ofof thethe holyholy
saintssaints andand angelsangels,, ourour mindsminds areare
uplifteduplifted andand inspiredinspired toto contemplatecontemplate
andand learnlearn fromfrom theirtheir virtuousvirtuous liveslives..
WhenWhen wewe pray,pray, wewe askask forfor theirtheir helphelp
andand intercessionintercession..



BothBoth literateliterate andand illiterateilliterate areare ableable toto

TheThe iconsicons areare aa
reflectionreflection ofof thethe
(message(message ofof the)the)
holyholy BibleBible

2
BothBoth literateliterate andand illiterateilliterate areare ableable toto

comprehendcomprehend itsits meaning,meaning, throughthrough
thethe languagelanguage ofof colourscolours (and(and
expression),expression), ratherrather thanthan thethe
languagelanguage ofof literacyliteracy..



InIn particular,particular, CopticCoptic artart,, forfor itsits

Icons,Icons, ifif portrayedportrayed
accurately,accurately, areare aa
representationrepresentation ofof
historyhistory..
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InIn particular,particular, CopticCoptic artart,, forfor itsits
simplicitysimplicity andand deep,deep, symbolicsymbolic
significance,significance, revealreveal thethe spiritualspiritual
andand historicalhistorical aspectsaspects ofof whomwhom itit isis
portrayingportraying..



IsIs therethere aa churchchurch inin youryour house,house, whichwhich isis adornedadorned
withwith holyholy picturespictures ?? DoDo thesethese picturespictures expressexpress
youryour Christianity,Christianity, asas wellwell asas youryour OrthodoxyOrthodoxy?? ForFor
example,example, dodo youyou havehave picturespictures ofof GodGod thethe Father,Father,
whomwhom nono oneone hashas seen?seen? DoDo youyou havehave picturespictures ofof

HolyHoly picturespictures inin ourour homeshomes presentpresent thethe mostmost effectiveeffective
visualvisual aids,aids, forfor throughthrough them,them, unityunity isis createdcreated betweenbetween
thethe membersmembers ofof thethe family,family, andand thethe saintssaints portrayedportrayed inin
thethe picturespictures..

whomwhom nono oneone hashas seen?seen? DoDo youyou havehave picturespictures ofof
thethe LastLast SupperSupper inin whichwhich isis portrayedportrayed aa tabletable filledfilled
withwith manymany typestypes ofof food,food, andand JudasJudas beingbeing present,present,
oror isis thethe picturepicture simplysimply portrayedportrayed withwith thethe singlesingle
breadbread andand chalice,chalice, andand withoutwithout JudasJudas beingbeing
presentpresent (for(for hishis greatgreat sinsin waswas thethe barrierbarrier whichwhich
keptkept himhim fromfrom receivingreceiving Communion)?Communion)? DoDo youyou
displaydisplay picturespictures ofof StSt.. MaryMary sittingsitting atat thethe rightright
handhand ofof JesusJesus Christ,Christ, asas mentionedmentioned inin thethe PsalmPsalm::
“At“At YourYour rightright handhand standsstands thethe queenqueen inin goldgold fromfrom
Ophir”Ophir” (Psalm(Psalm 4545::99)?)?



LetLet usus bebe veryvery carefulcareful inin choosingchoosing thethe picturespictures
inin whichwhich wewe displaydisplay inin ourour houseshouses..

UponUpon enteringentering thethe house,house, wewe findfind thethe picturepicture ofof thethe

letlet usus nownow taketake aa walkwalk
throughthrough aa ChristianChristian
OrthodoxOrthodox house,house, inin orderorder
toto seesee whatwhat picturespictures lielie
withinwithin

My dear My dear 

brethrenbrethren

UponUpon enteringentering thethe house,house, wewe findfind thethe picturepicture ofof thethe
ArchangelArchangel MichaelMichael,, inin orderorder thatthat hehe maymay guardguard
thethe househouse andand preventprevent anyany evilevil fromfrom entering,entering,
forfor itit isis aa churchchurch andand aa placeplace forfor thethe Lord’sLord’s
comfortcomfort.. Hence,Hence, thethe ArchangelArchangel Michael,Michael, whowho isis
thethe chiefchief ofof thethe heavenlyheavenly hosts,hosts, guardsguards thethe doordoor
fromfrom whichwhich thethe LordLord entersenters toto livelive withwith thethe
familyfamily whowho dwelldwell inin thethe househouse..



WeWe maymay findfind aa picturepicture ofof ourour LordLord
JesusJesus ChristChrist stretchingstretching outout HisHis
arms,arms, asas ifif callingcalling outout toto usus::
“Come“Come toto MeMe allall youyou whowho
labourlabour andand areare heavyheavy laden,laden,

InIn thethe entranceentrance oror foyerfoyer
ofof thethe househouse ::

labourlabour andand areare heavyheavy laden,laden,
andand II willwill givegive youyou rest”rest”
(Matthew(Matthew 1111::2828)).. HenceHence thethe
LordLord isis invitinginviting allall whowho enterenter
thethe house,house, toto castcast theirtheir
burdensburdens andand temptationstemptations andand
problemsproblems uponupon Him,Him, andand toto
embraceembrace HimHim andand soso findfind
peacepeace..



WeWe mightmight alsoalso findfind aa picturepicture ofof
thethe HolyHoly Family’sFamily’s flightflight intointo
Egypt,Egypt, inin whichwhich waswas bestowedbestowed
greatgreat blessingblessing uponupon thethe landland ofof
EgyptEgypt.. InIn havinghaving suchsuch aa picturepicture
atat thethe entrance,entrance, II cancan imagineimagine
ChristChrist enteringentering intointo thisthis house,house,
withwith HisHis mothermother andand JosephJoseph thethe
Carpenter,Carpenter, andand bestowingbestowing uponupon
itit andand thosethose whowho dwelldwell within,within,itit andand thosethose whowho dwelldwell within,within,
thethe samesame blessingblessing HeHe gavegave toto
EgyptEgypt:: “Whom“Whom thethe LordLord ofof
hostshosts shallshall bless,bless, saying,saying,
‘Blessed‘Blessed isis EgyptEgypt MyMy people’”people’”
(Isaiah(Isaiah 1919::2525)).. LetLet usus enterenter ourour
houseshouses fullfull ofof peace,peace, awaitingawaiting
thethe blessingblessing ofof ourour LordLord andand
MasterMaster JesusJesus ChristChrist..



WeWe maymay findfind aa picturepicture ofof ourour
LordLord preachingpreaching toto thethe
multitudesmultitudes onon thethe mountmount..
WhenWhen wewe seesee thisthis picture,picture,
wewe willwill rememberremember Christ’sChrist’s
words,words, andand soso controlcontrol

In the Living RoomIn the Living Room

words,words, andand soso controlcontrol
ourselvesourselves soso thatthat ourour liveslives
reflectreflect HisHis teachingsteachings.. TheThe
familyfamily maymay eveneven useuse thisthis
roomroom asas thethe placeplace wherewhere
theythey meet,meet, asas aa family,family, oror
withwith guests,guests, toto talktalk aboutabout
thethe Lord’sLord’s commandmentscommandments..



WeWe maymay findfind aa picturepicture ofof thethe LordLord feedingfeeding thethe
multitudesmultitudes withwith fivefive loavesloaves andand twotwo fishfish.. WhenWhen
seeingseeing thisthis picture,picture, wewe rememberremember thethe greatgreat blessingblessing
ofof thethe LordLord thatthat doesdoes notnot wearyweary withwith increaseincrease..
WhilstWhilst preparingpreparing thethe meal,meal, letlet thethe parentparent rememberremember
thatthat JesusJesus firstfirst spokespoke toto thethe multitudesmultitudes aboutabout thethe
KingdomKingdom ofof Heaven,Heaven, beforebefore feedingfeeding them,them, hence,hence,

In the kitchenIn the kitchen

thatthat JesusJesus firstfirst spokespoke toto thethe multitudesmultitudes aboutabout thethe
KingdomKingdom ofof Heaven,Heaven, beforebefore feedingfeeding them,them, hence,hence,
HeHe providedprovided themthem withwith spiritualspiritual nourishmentnourishment beforebefore
givinggiving themthem bodilybodily nourishmentnourishment..

YouYou mustmust askask yourself,yourself, whatwhat spiritualspiritual nourishmentnourishment
havehave II givengiven mymy children?children? OrOr dodo youyou onlyonly givegive
concernconcern toto theirtheir bodilybodily nourishment?nourishment? DoDo youyou
spendspend timetime readingreading thethe BibleBible andand learninglearning fromfrom itit inin
orderorder thatthat youyou maymay prepareprepare aa dailydaily spiritualspiritual mealmeal forfor
youryour children,children, inin thethe samesame wayway thatthat youyou spendspend timetime
preparingpreparing bodilybodily food?food?



In addition, In addition, we might find in the kitchen also a we might find in the kitchen also a 
picture of our Lord Jesus Christ in the picture of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
house of  Mary and Martha. When seeing house of  Mary and Martha. When seeing 
this picture we remember Jesus’ words to this picture we remember Jesus’ words to 
Martha:Martha: “Martha, Martha, you are worried “Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and troubled about many things. But one and troubled about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that 
good part, which will not be taken away good part, which will not be taken away good part, which will not be taken away good part, which will not be taken away 
from her”   (Luke from her”   (Luke 1010::4141). ). In like manner, the In like manner, the 
parent must realise that before doing parent must realise that before doing 
anything else, they must first deepen their anything else, they must first deepen their 
relationship with God, and sit at His feet, relationship with God, and sit at His feet, 
just as Mary did. Therefore it is important just as Mary did. Therefore it is important 
for the parent to be the combination of both for the parent to be the combination of both 
Mary and Martha.Mary and Martha.



InsteadInstead ofof decoratingdecorating thethe diningdining roomroom withwith
portraitsportraits ofof fruitsfruits oror flowers,flowers, letlet youryour ChristianChristian
DiningDining RoomRoom bebe adornedadorned withwith thethe picturepicture ofof TheThe
LastLast Supper,Supper, forfor inin itit isis portrayedportrayed ourour LordLord JesusJesus
ChristChrist,, whowho isis thethe BreadBread ofof lifelife:: “As“As thethe livingliving
FatherFather sentsent Me,Me, andand II livelive becausebecause ofof thethe Father,Father,
soso hehe whowho feedsfeeds onon MeMe willwill livelive becausebecause ofof Me”Me”

In the Dining RoomIn the Dining Room

soso hehe whowho feedsfeeds onon MeMe willwill livelive becausebecause ofof Me”Me”
(John(John 66::5757)).. WhenWhen lookinglooking atat thisthis picture,picture, wewe
maymay bebe remindedreminded thatthat wewe areare neglectingneglecting HolyHoly
Communion,Communion, andand whenwhen noticingnoticing thatthat JudasJudas isis
notnot presentpresent inin thethe LastLast Supper,Supper, wewe areare remindedreminded
ofof ourour sins,sins, andand howhow theythey preventprevent usus fromfrom
receivingreceiving thethe sacraments,sacraments, andand havinghaving aa shareshare inin
thethe inheritanceinheritance withwith thethe saintssaints.. WhileWhile wewe eat,eat, wewe
seesee thisthis picturepicture andand soso ourour heartshearts partakepartake ofof thethe
foodfood ofof thethe spiritspirit..



WeWe maymay findfind aa picturepicture ofof
ourour LordLord JesusJesus ChristChrist
blessingblessing thethe weddingwedding
inin CanaCana ofof GalileeGalilee..
Likewise,Likewise, thethe LordLord willwill

In the Couple’s BedroomIn the Couple’s Bedroom

Likewise,Likewise, thethe LordLord willwill
blessbless thisthis roomroom soso
thatthat thethe couplecouple feelfeel
HisHis presence,presence, andand HimHim
blessingblessing theirtheir
thoughts,thoughts, andand bindingbinding
themthem inin lovelove



Usually,Usually, wewe wouldwould findfind aa child’schild’s roomroom containingcontaining picturespictures
ofof MickeyMickey MouseMouse typetype characters,characters, animalsanimals oror birdsbirds..

In the In the 
Children’s Children’s 

RoomsRooms



ButBut withinwithin aa ChristianChristian house,house, wewe wouldwould findfind aa picturepicture ofof
thethe GuardianGuardian AngelAngel aboveabove thethe child’schild’s bed,bed, andand onon
anotheranother wall,wall, aa picturepicture ofof JesusJesus ChristChrist lovinglylovingly
embracingembracing thethe childrenchildren surroundingsurrounding Him,Him, sayingsaying::

“Let“Let thethe littlelittle childrenchildren comecome toto Me,Me, andand dodo notnot forbidforbid
themthem;; forfor ofof suchsuch isis thethe kingdomkingdom ofof heaven”heaven”
(Matthew(Matthew 1919::1414))..



We may also decorate the We may also decorate the 
children’s rooms with children’s rooms with 
pictures of Baby Jesus pictures of Baby Jesus pictures of Baby Jesus pictures of Baby Jesus 
in the manger, in the manger, 

and young saints, such as and young saints, such as 
St. Abanoub. St. Abanoub. 

In this way, our children will always feel their In this way, our children will always feel their 
close association close association with Jesus Christ, and His with Jesus Christ, and His 
saints, from their childhood years. saints, from their childhood years. 



notnot onlyonly isis aa ChristianChristian
househouse toto bebe decorateddecorated
withwith holyholy picturespictures,, butbut
alsoalso crossescrosses thatthat maymay
comecome inin variousvarious designsdesigns..

My dear brethrenMy dear brethren

comecome inin variousvarious designsdesigns..
ForFor thosethose whowho areare naturenature
lovers,lovers, theythey maymay eveneven
choosechoose naturalnatural picturespictures
whichwhich maymay inspireinspire themthem
toto spiritualspiritual contemplationcontemplation



InIn thisthis way,way, theythey maymay relate,relate, forfor example,example, aa
picturepicture ofof thethe palmpalm treetree (which(which isis visable)visable) toto
itsits supportingsupporting rootsroots (which(which areare notnot visable)visable)..

“The“The righteousrighteous shallshall flourishflourish likelike aa
palmpalm tree,tree, hehe shallshall growgrow likelike aa
cedarcedar inin Lebanon”Lebanon” (Psalm(Psalm 9292::1212))..

itsits supportingsupporting rootsroots (which(which areare notnot visable)visable)..
InIn likelike manner,manner, God,God, (who(who isis notnot visable),visable),
supports,supports, feeds,feeds, andand strengthensstrengthens humankindhumankind
(who(who areare visable),visable), makingmaking themthem greatergreater thanthan
allall CreationCreation.. InIn addition,addition, thethe insideinside ofof thethe
palmpalm treetree isis white,white, whichwhich symbolisessymbolises thethe
puritypurity ofof thethe righteousrighteous person’sperson’s heart,heart, “Do“Do
notnot bebe overcomeovercome byby evil,evil, butbut overcomeovercome
evilevil withwith good”good” (Romans(Romans 1212::2121))



AndAnd inin thethe samesame wayway thatthat thethe palmpalm treetree releasesreleases itsits

fruitsfruits whenwhen itit isis shaken,shaken, oror rocksrocks thrownthrown atat it,it, soso

tootoo doesdoes thethe righteousrighteous personperson releaserelease prayersprayers

forfor thosethose whowho dealdeal cruellycruelly withwith them,them, inin thethe samesame

wayway thatthat StSt.. StephenStephen prayedprayed forfor thosethose stoningstoning

himhim:: “And“And hehe kneltknelt downdown andand criedcried outout withwith aa
loudloud voice,voice, ‘Lord,‘Lord, dodo notnot chargecharge themthem withwith
thisthis sin’”sin’” (Acts(Acts 77::6060))..thisthis sin’”sin’” (Acts(Acts 77::6060))..

ThereThere mightmight eveneven bebe aa picturepicture ofof thethe starsstars andand

moon,moon, forfor example,example, andand soso allowingallowing thethe

opportunityopportunity forfor meditatingmeditating onon thethe wordswords ofof DavidDavid

thethe PsalmistPsalmist:: “The“The heavensheavens declaredeclare thethe gloryglory
ofof GodGod;; andand thethe firmamentfirmament showsshows HisHis
handiwork”handiwork” (Psalm(Psalm 1919::11))..



MyMy deardear brethren,brethren,
whenwhen aa personperson
visitsvisits you,you, dodo theythey
findfind aa churchchurch
withinwithin youryour
house?house?

My dear brethrenMy dear brethren

house?house?
AreAre therethere spiritualspiritual

picturespictures fromfrom
whichwhich thethe familyfamily
membersmembers maymay
benefit?benefit?


