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BUILDING THE SPIRITUAL
IDENTITY OF THE CHILD
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“BUT LET EACH ONE TAKE HEED HOW HE BUILDS ON IT. FOR NO OTHER FOUNDATION CAN
ANYONE LAY THAN THAT WHICH IS LAID, WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST. NOW IF ANYONE BUILDS
ON THIS FOUNDATION WITH GOLD, SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES, WOOD, HAY, STRAW, EACH
ONE’S WORK WILL BECOME CLEAR; FOR THE DAY WILL DECLARE IT, BECAUSE IT WILL BE
REVEALED BY FIRE; AND THE FIRE WILL TEST EACH ONE’S WORK, OF WHAT SORT IT IS. IF

ANYONE’S WORK WHICH HE HAS BUILT ON IT ENDURES, HE WILL RECEIVE A REWARD. '’ IF
ANYONE’S WORK IS BURNED, HE WILL SUFFER LOSS,; BUT HE HIMSELF WILL BE SAVED, YET SO |

'

AS THROUGH FIRE” (1 CORINTHIANS 3: 10-15)
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~ o |dentity may be defined as the distinctive characteristic belonging to any

—

given individual.
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* The formation of one's identity occurs through one's identifications with
significant others (primarily with parents and other individuals during one’s

biographical experiences, and also with 'groups' as they are perceived)
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* These others may be benign such that one aspires to their characteristics, values
and beliefs (a process of idealistic-identification), or malign when one wishes to

dissociate from their characteristics (a process of defensive contra-identification).
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* Psychological identity (personal identity ) X social identity
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* Psychological identity includes many aspects: gender identity, spiritual identity, moral ~  /

identity, religious identity ... etc
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ROLE OF PARENTS IN
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN'’S IDENTITY
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(1) Direct role through teaching
(2) indirect role (the strongest) through the servant own spiritual and personal traits.

* Very important — servant's role is either through idealistic identification or

defensive contra identification.
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. STAGES OF SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT e
K ACCORDING TO LARRY STEPHENS
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* Infancy: (0-2)
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* The task is to develop the capacity to internalize god as an object of security and trust.
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* Parents represent god to the child
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* Failure = anaemic faith
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* Toddler: (2-3)
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* The goal is to internalize god's unconditional love
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* The tasks are to experience god’s forgiveness, unconditional love and acceptance through parents and

become an autonomous, separate individual /
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* Children need to experience this to feel affirmed as a separate individual
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* Parents create the child's perception of god by how they act. The child will either
view god as warm, sensitive, caring and loving; or as cold, non-caring and

judgmental
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* Failure = Conditional Love O
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3. Grace
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* Preschool: (3-5)
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* The goal is to internalize god's grace
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* The child begins to apply truths about god to his life
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* Failure = Self-Condemnation
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* Latency: (6-11)
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* The tasks are to see self as a positive spiritual being, develop self-motivation to
understand god and learn about spiritual concepts, learn to trust god for
guidance and support, learn to enjoy spiritual experiences such as worship, -~
prayer and devotions, begin to love and serve others voluntarily and begin an \/

individual personal relationship with god
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* The child must view god as a patient, loving, accepting father, full of grace and truth,

not as a demanding perfectionist
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* At this stage the child just needs to believe — to accept Jesus as savior
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* Failure = distorted image
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* Adolescence: (12-19)

Geamaal) dpaal) DA Blal) (e (A5 nal) e (Baandl Cindl Als ya 4 @
* The goal is to search vertically for meaning and purpose in life, through Christ
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* The tasks are to come to the point of salvation (if not achieved before), accept self as valued and

worthwhile to god, develop hope and faith for the future and for facing unknowns, develop close

dependence on god and control self constructively through a holy spirit led conscience. )
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* Failure: spiritual confusion
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* Early adulthood: (20-35)
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* The tasks are to know a close, satisfying relationship with god, to experience his love

and strength daily, to know god as a father and as a faithful friend
& e AN A g9 Aa ) oda B S .

* Failure: isolation from god -~
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e Middle adulthood: (35-55)

po Jand) Jio daxall dhaisl DA e AV ae dl) dmas Glay) AS Jlie & Ala jall 238 daga e

A€l dadal 8 L) AW g gyl Clmaall ae Jaadl s cuaiall QUSH A jo ks il Y)
sl

* The task is to share faith and love of god with others through ministry activities such as
missions work, leading bible studies, working with charities, involvement in local church,

etc.

* Failure = fruitless search for meaning
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* Late adulthood: 55+
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* The tasks are to celebrate the spirit-filled like and experience joy and strength in their
walk with Christ
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* They are looking forward to spending eternity with God
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* Failure = feeling lost without god
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K SPIRITUAL, RELIGIOUS AND MORAL IDENTITY
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SPIRITUAL IDENTITY MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:

* | am god's son. | am a prince as God is the king of kings

* | am created in the image of God and likeness

* | am loved by God unconditionally
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* “God always take care of me and protects me

e

Jesus Christ is my savior
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| am the temple of the Holy Spirit and He is my guide
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My citizenship is in heaven. | do not belong to the world. The devil has nothing in me.

* | am a member in Jesus body which is the church.
o
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| have a very unique role predetermined for me by God. My life is not purposeless.
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— RELIGIOUS IDENTITY MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:
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| am Christian and proud of this.
FUINTISPEE PRV P B RE
* | am orthodox and proud of this.
Ay sadg ad Ul e
* | am Coptic and proud of this.
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The orthodox church sacraments, rites and tradition are important means for my |

salvation.
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_MORAL IDENTITY MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:
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God is love and as a son of Him love must rule all my behaviors and relationships.
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The one who is born of God cannot sin.
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As | am not from this world | must behave in a heavenly manner.
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The holy Bible and God's commandments are my sole reference and bylaws.
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* The ultimate goal of my life is to be transformed into the image of God. \J
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